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LONG-RANGING
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It’s an essential mod, especially 
if  you are keen on serious long-
distance commuting. Yes, jerry cans 
are a lot cheaper, but they also take 

up valuable storage space; and they need 
to be manually decanted into your tank. 
If  you want to go long-range, you need to 
really look at a long-range fuel tank.

We have been using long-range tanks 
from The Long Ranger, made by Out Of  
Town 4WD, for over seven years … and 
have never had a problem with them after 
the hundreds of  thousands of  kilometres 
logged, right across the country. Do they 
get our tick of  approval? You bet they do. 

With a couple of  Volkswagen Amaroks 
now in the shed, Pat wasn’t going to 
dilly-dally with basic trips to break them 
in. No, the plan was the fit them out, 
load them up, and head straight out to 
the Simpson Desert. So, extra capacity 
was needed. Leading up to this trip, an 
Amarok was dropped off  at Out Of  
Town in Newcastle so a new tank could 
be designed for the new steeds.

The Amarok 4X4 comes with an 80-litre 
fuel tank, standard. Coupled with an 
impressively efficient biturbo diesel engine, 
you can net yourself  over a thousand 
kilometres of  range. But you do need 

more fuel than this for the big, serious 
trips; so extra fuel storage is a necessity. 

Before a tank is designed, the test 
vehicle becomes re-created digitally 
so designs can be made in the CAD 
(computer-assisted design) department. 
Making a digital copy of  the vehicle’s 
underside gives the design team a base 
from which to design the tank, as well 
as possible. The Long Ranger devised 
a fairly complex tank, full of  bends and 
turns, which uses the available space as 
well as possible. Extra folds and bends in 
the construction also make for stronger 
overall tank construction, as well.

A new design from The Long Ranger,  
giving the Amarok up to 1,780 kilometres of range.

BY SAM PURCELL. IMAGES BY RIC BLACK AND TOMMY SALMON.
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Before starting to design a tank, design 
team leader Ric at The Long Ranger puts in 
a fair bit of  research on the vehicle’s make 
and model, and what people are looking 
for in a replacement or auxiliary tank. Quite 
often, he’ll garner good research from 
internet forums and discussion boards. 
From there, he starts designing. 

One thing a new tank doesn’t want to 
do is hang any lower than factory stuff. 
Aside from the obvious ramifications 
off-road travel, problems arise with things 

like underslung spares, bash plates and 
other parts that are fitted underneath by 
the vehicle’s original manufacturer. The 
less impact a new tank has on things like 
this, the better. 

Every vehicle is a bit different, so no 
single solution suits every application. It’s 
for this reason you’ll see that replacement 
and auxiliary tanks are offered by The 
Long Ranger. In the case of  the Amarok, 
they opted for a steel auxiliary tank that is 
fitted above the spare wheel and gravity 

feeds into the OE main tank. 
This is a smart, simple way of doing 

things: No pumps, no extra fillers or 
gauges to worry about. The extra 61 
litres effectively fits into one large 
tank, as the two tanks are permanently 
connected. Personally, I like this. It 
is the simplest way of doing things, 
without having to worry about two 
separate systems. A total of 141 litres of 
fuel – with nothing else really affected – 
is a godsend for desert driving. 
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01
A computer design of the  

tank (green) sitting between 
the main tank (left) and the 
spare wheel (right). There is 

room for a slightly larger tyre 
than factory spec, as well.

02
With the spare removed,  
you can see the complex 

design that allows the tank to 
give 61 litres of extra capacity 
– whilst occupying otherwise 

unused space. 

03
Loading up the rear suspension, 

so the team can test for 
clearance issues with the tank 

in-situ. With more than a tonne 
on the back and standard 

suspension the Amarok still 
didn’t touch the bump-stops.   

04
Extra fuel capacity and 

underslung spare wheels are 
often mutually exclusive, but 

not in this case: 80 plus 61 
litres gives a stout 141 litres 

for the diesel to sip on.

Pa
t C

al
lin

an
’s 

4X
4 

Ad
ve

nt
ur

es

146

PR
OD

UC
T 

RE
VI

EW
Lo

ng
-R

an
gi

ng
 A

m
ar

ok


